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I n  S ep tem b er 2 000,  th e P a lestin ian s b egan  a  terror offen s ive aga in st I srae l.  T h ey d id  th is 
b eca u se th ey refu sed  to accep t th e C am p  D avid  p rop osa l,  wh ich  p rom ised  th em  th e en tire  
G aza  S trip  a n d  9 1  p ercen t of th e W est B an k in  exch ange for fu ll recogn ition  of I srae l a n d  an  
en d  to th e I srae li-P a lestin ia n  con flict.  I f E h u d  O lm ert is e lected  p rim e m in ister an d  im p lem en ts 
h is convergence p la n ,  th en  in  S ep tem b er 2 01 0 th e P a lestin ia n s will h ave sovere ign ty over th e 
en tire  G aza  S trip  a n d  som e 9 1  p ercen t of th e W est B an k ,  a n d  a ll th is with ou t recogn iz in g I srae l 
a n d  with ou t en d in g th e con flict.   
 
T h u s will th e n a tion a l P a lestin ia n  m ovem en t fu lfi l l th e ob jectives of its wars an d  ob ta in  a  fu ll 
stra tegic resolu tion  aga in st th e S ta te of I srae l.  T h e h istory b ooks will record  O lm ert’s 
u n con d itiona l with d rawa l as th e u ncon d ition a l su rren d er of Z ion ism .  N o,  it will n ot b e th e en d .  
B u t it will b e  th e b egin n in g of th e en d .  W h i le  re ly in g on  b ig m oney on  one s id e  an d  b ig 
jou rna lism  on  th e oth er,  O lm ert will lea d  th e cou n try to th e b egin n ing of th e en d .   
 
A t first gla n ce ,  O lm ert’s p lan  a p p ea rs ench an tin g - no fea r,  no h es ita tion ,  a n d  very I srae li .  
H ere ,  we’ll take ou r d estin y in  ou r own  h an d s .  W ith in  th ree yea rs we’ll evacu a te som e 8 0,000 
settlers .  W ith in  less th an  five yea rs ,  we will u n d ergo a  fin a l d isengagem en t from  th e 
P a lestin ian s an d  converge with in  th e b ord ers of a  flou rish in g lowlan d s cou n try .  W e will 
su rrou n d  ou r existence with  a  h igh  wa ll,  wh ich  will p rotect u s from  b oth  th e craziness of th e 
L an d  of I srae l a n d  from  th e th reat of P a lestin e .  A n d  so,  in  one term ,  we will isola te ou rse lves 
from  a ll th e s ickness an d  terrors of th e M id d le  E ast.  S o s im p le .  S o clear.  H ow d id  we not th in k 
of th is sooner.  W h y d id  we wa it so long so th a t th e m an  wh o saved  Jeru sa lem  cou ld  a lso save 
th e S ta te of I srae l.   
 
H owever,  on  secon d  gla nce it b ecom es clear th a t th e O lm ert p lan  h as a  sm a ll flaw:  I t h as no 
P a lestin ian s .  T h is is a  p la n  wh ose logic is s im p listic an d  p a tron iz ing.  T h is is a  p la n  for I srae lis 
on ly ,  wh ich  ignores its ram ifica tions on  I srae lis .  I t ta kes an  extrem e u n i la tera l p osition  to th e 
p oin t of a b su rd ity ,  tota lly  ignoring th e fact th a t th e con flict is b i la tera l a n d  th e p olitica l rea lity is 
m u lti la tera l.  T h e p la n ,  th en ,  is a n  a rrogant one ,  a n d  th e h u b ris th a t ch a racterizes it is no less 
th an  th e h u b ris of th e p erson  wh o form u la ted  it.   
 
W h at O lm ert p la ns to d o in  th e n ext few yea rs is to estab lish  an  a rm ed  H am as sta te in  Ju d ea ,  
S am aria  an d  G aza .  V ia  th e n ea rly com p lete with d rawa l,  O lm ert will p rom ise H am as a lm ost 
tota l con trol in  th e P a lestin ia n  sta te for genera tions .  T h e P a lestin e of O lm ert will b e  h osti le ,  
d issa tisfied  an d  violen t.  I ts fou n d in g eth os will b e  “W e’ve ch ased  th em  ou t of O fra ,  we’ll ch ase 
th em  ou t of T zah a la  too.”  
 
S in ce O lm ert is estab lish ing th is cou n try with ou t first a ssu rin g its d em ilita riza tion ,  it will h ave 
s ign ifican t m ilita ry ca p ab i l ity .  S in ce h e is estab lish ing it with ou t rem oving th e righ t of retu rn  
from  th e agen d a ,  it will h ave a  d estru ctive cla im  aga in st I srae l,  wh ose legitim acy is recogn ized  
b y th e in tern ation a l com m u n ity .  T h e com b in a tion  of p olitica l sovere ign ty ,  m il ita ry p ower an d  a  
com m itm en t to d em an d in g retu rn  will tran sform  O lm ert’s H am as state in to one th a t will 
en d anger th e very existence of th e S ta te of I srae l.   
 
D esp ite th e iron y ,  th e convergence p la n  will n ot im p lem en t th e B u sh  vis ion ,  b u t will d estroy it.  I t 
will n ot b u i ld  a  sta b le  two-sta te solu tion ,  b u t will create an  u n stab le rea lity in  wh ich  an  I s lam ic 
P a lestin ian  sta te system atica lly  u n d erm in es th e fou n d a tion  of th e Jewish  d em ocratic sta te .   
 
B u t it is not ju st th e stab i l ity of I srae l th a t O lm ert is en d angerin g.  H e is a lso en d angering th e 
region a l stab il ity .  A  H am as sta te will a cce lera te Jord an ’s colla p se .  T h ere is no ch ance th a t th e 
H ash em ite ru le  will stan d  u p  aga in st a  P a lestin ia n  sta te on  its d oorstep  wh ose re ligiou s fervor 
h as ju st su b d u ed  th e Z ion ists .  E gyp t will a lso b e th reatened .  A  victoriou s M u s lim  B roth erh ood  



rep u b lic th a t con trols a  th ird  of Jeru sa lem  an d  d evou rs th e T em p le  M ou n t will b e  th e b eacon  of 
zea lotry for th e M u s lim  B roth erh ood  in  C a iro.  A n d  in  D am ascu s .  A n d  in  A m m an .   
 
A n d  O lm ert will b e  su p p ortin g not on ly an ti-I srae li terror,  b u t a lso th e an ti-W estern  revolu tiona ry 
m ovem en t.  H is ra d ica l u n i la tera l p rocess will d isru p t th e A m erican  stra tegy in  th e a rea  an d  will 
b u ry U . S .  P res id en t G eorge W .  B u sh ’s d ream  of stab i l ity an d  d em ocracy in  th e M id d le  E ast.   
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